All Together Now

John Bennett of Allied Images locks at the pros and cons of wide format printer, copier and

scanner combinations

he demand for digital copiers,

especially digital plan and

drawing copiers, has ‘ad to the

intagration of two technologies

- large format (LF) scannors
from supplicrs such as Colorirac and wide
forrnat (WF) printers. Colortrac is a leader
in their market with extensive product
ranges. Wnen scanner and orinter arg
combined with a standard PC running
copying sofware they provide a choice of
digital copy salutions that suit a varied
range of market requiremants, These
scannar/printer bundies allow solutions to
be taillorec to the user needs and budget
micre flexibly than the alternatve solution
a fixed configuration multifunction Printer
MFP). &n MFP is limited in capabilities,
inflexible and narmowty targeted,

SCANNERS

Scanners ara a familiar sight in

many offices - the small format

Ad scanner is now ubiquitous

Howeer, untid recently larga
focmnat scannars

capable of AD or wider have been
expensive and thersfore much less
common. This was due to the technalogy
used to capture the image - fluorescent
tube light sources, charge couped device
(CCOY cameras, mirors and lenses. The
long optical path requires a sturdy frame
to maintain accuracy and the use of
rultiple CCO cameras requires the
images to be combined togathar
eactronically (stitchead).

The large number of components and
the hign mechanical accuracy meant that
these scanners were expansive, from 28k
t0 £20k, so few drawing offices could
justify the cost, In late 2004, Colortrac, the
LUK's any LF scanner manufacturar
announced the SmartlF 4080 series. This
scanner was based on the rechnology
used in small format scannars - Contact
Image Sensors (CI5). CIS arrays usa LED
light sources and have no lensas or
mirrars, so there ara fewer components
and the mechanical design, is simpler
and more rugged. The main benetit is tha?
the scanner is much less costly fo

manufacture and is available
from

WEdi%rmat

£4 500 - a huge reduction aver the CCD
rmachines,

COPY SOFTWARE

The glue joining scanner and printer indo a
digital copy solution is the software, There
are several packages available including
Colorirac CopySmart and SCP's Colorado
product. CopySmart provices an entry
level solution at an attractive price for usars
such as drawing offices with basic copy
soiution requirermeants. Colorado provides
fop-end usars and copy shoos with & full-
eaturad solution with many professiona
featuras.

CopySmart is a simple comying
application using 1CC "closad loop® coour
calibration to connect the scanrar 1o wide-
farmat printer. The software uses a “wizard"
configuration assistant that guides users
thraugh the process. Similarky, & wizznd
calour celibration assistant pratiles the
SCANNET, printar and media types ansuning
accurate colour raplicabon. The solftware
will procuce ane copy at a tirme. An
Lpgrade is availabe that allows mulbple
Copies from a single scan, supoorts two
printers and allows custom presats
SCP cavelops software solutions
or digital reprographics based on
the specific requirements of their
thousands of customers. The varisty
of tagks they hawa to camy cut
requires a fast, flexible and refiable
system that is easy to use, The
Colorado product ine is the
result of SCP's expertise
Colorada has a concise yout witn
ail the software's features displayed on a
single wser interface. So, Colorado is
intuitive and easy to use, allowing users to
wiork; efficiently and ba highly productive.
The software is availabls in vanous levels
(o suil differant nesds and oudgets. Users
can slal wilh an entry level and, if needed,
espand the capabilities at a later date
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SUPPLEMEMNT
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Mearly all originals can be easily copied
with Colorado's automatic modes. Just
choose the ariginal type, e.g. map or
phota, and the software recogrises the
daocument size and determmines he
scannng pararmaters for every onginal,

When needsd, you rmay manually acjust
the autcmatic modes, scanning
parametars and'cr the original and outout
SiZe. A3 5000 ag the scanner has captured
tra firet ires of the decurment, the printer
starts working and can take onby between
three and five minutes to generate an AD
copy depending on the print.

Tha copy must accurately reflect the
onginal 30 the scannanprirder combinaton
i5 calibrated with SCP's proven closed-
looo calibration. You woni nesd extra tools
or spacial knowledge as the calibrason
wizard in tha software guides you through
the process and is completed in only five
mrinutes, Once the combination has boon
calibrated Colorado handies all colour
rranagement autarmaticalby,

During the scanning process Colorado
converts the source colour spac (RGE)
into the target colour space of the printer
ICMYR, etc.). Colorado suppors prntars
from all major printer suppliers and wil
drive printers with 4, 6, 8 and 12-colour ink
systems. Cokours outzide the prinfer's
gamut (range) are taken into account,
Sefore printing you may preview your
output an the monitor and use the gamus
warming function to identify and comect
prablems, saving you peper, ink and time.

In addition to easy handling, high-quality
and speed, Colorado has much mare to
offer. The software keeps track of al!
indnadual lasks, registenng paper and ink

use, the amount of scanned data and
much maorz. This way it helps you with
yaur supply planning, accounting and
Imizing

To protect the system from unauthorsed
access, indnidual user rights may be
assignad through the integrated user
managamant toal. In addition to this,
systam use may e registersc o
indwicluad cost centres, projecls,
customers or amployvees. Also, Colorado
sUppants muttiple printers via subsysterms
50 you can easily add exlra capacity. Or,
wol could send all mono jobs o one
printar anc calour jobs 1o another for
maxirnum fexibility. Colorado also
supoorns unattended [overnight) printing.

DIGITAL COFIERS -
SCANNER/PRINTER BUNDLES

The use of a Universal Repro Stand (LIRS)
like that suppliad by Colortrac means that
a LF scanner can mounted above a 'WF
princer, giving the same office footprint as
an MFF. The bundle offers the sama
functionality as an MFP - digital copy - but
hae none of the limitations. Howovor, tha
uses interface can be more complox.

The strengths of the oundle oplion ane
rmany. Firstly, it offers the same copy
functionality as an MFP. Howewver, it is
mora flexible in operation and
configuration. In operation, any user on the
company network can access the
scannesprinter resources whilks they are
not being used for copying, ths
increasing their utilisation and maxirmising
returm an irvestment: Thus, any user can
scan a document and save it bocally or
more convenently on the company's file

server, whanz they can be accessed by all.

The unit can also be configured maors
flemibly to suit your requiremenmis For
EXAMPIE, you maEy only require Clack &
white capability initially, SmarlF scanners
can be upgraded in-situ via a simpla
software downlcad to add colour
capabiity, Also, you can select the width of
maching that best suits your needs - from
36" to a super-wide 54°. Similarly, the
printer that best suits your needs can be
irtegratec info the solution.

Az Allied Images specialise in scannirg
and immaging technology solutions we are
able, in partnership with the printler
suppliar to offer specialist support on he
soliutions we suply.

IN SUMMARY
MFPs are fine if all you want is a limited
digital copying solution. However, this
maans that you won't gat full value out of
the components 25 you carnol make full
use of the scanner and printer separately.
Scannerfprinter burdles give you better
overall copy performance al the expensa
af a slighter more complex user interface
at a price comparable 1o that of an MFP.
However, their separate naturs means thal
VOL: CAN use therm as scannsr or printer
winien not copying, increasing their usabikty
and maximising your retum on inestrment.
Blzo, the scannerrintsr bundle can be
tailonad 10 sult the user's exact
raquiraments and budget gnving a better
cwvarall solution to thair digital copying
nesds,
info@allied-images.com
www colorirac.com
www scp.de



